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1997 IN REVIEW 

 
A BANNER YEAR  

The year 1997 was a banner year for 
our family organization.  Two of our top 
researchers, Toinette Thomas and Lisa Farr 
had an exciting trip to Massachu-setts, in 
pursuit of Freeman and other families in our 
ancestry. We completed two major 
monument restorations. Under the 
supervision of Grant and Mary Lou Lloyd we 
were able to complete the restoration of the 
Asahel & Lydia Farr and Elijah & Olive 
Freeman headstones in Lower Waterford, 
Vermont.  Dick West acted as chairman for 
the restoration and rededication of the Lorin 
Farr Monument in Ogden, 
Utah.  All of these major 
projects required extra 
funds which were donated 
by our generous family 
members.   We were able 
to fund all three projects.  
We thank you for your 
commitment. 
 
 
 

RECORD KEEPING/  
HELP WANTED  

We recently acquired a transcribing 
machine to record minutes at our semi 
annual meetings and type them for future 
reference. We use this to guide us  

 
 
in our research and to report to you in our 
newsletters. We recently used the  
unit to record the proceedings of our Lorin 
Farr Monument Rededication Ceremony. 
Our ever faithful secretary, Sandra 
Westover, is the custodian and operator of 
this device.  
 

We are looking for someone in the 
Ogden area to transcribe 
the tape of the rededication, 
as it is hard for Sandy to do 
this with her very involved 
schedule. Let us know if 
you, or someone you know, 
would be interested.  It is an 
excellent opportunity to 

experience what is happening at the core of 
our organization.  
 
NEW RESEARCH LETTER EDITOR  

In a major move forward, 
Janerae Smith volunteered to be 
the editor of our ‘Research 
Letter.’    The Research Letter 
goes out once a year to those 
who have contributed to 
research efforts. Her job is to 
take the minutes from our 
research meetings, interview the 
researchers and condense the information 
down into a more readable form.   She then 
sends the draft to myself and Claudine 
Barnett,  where we do some further editing 
and formatting, add graphics and put it to 
final print.  We are most grateful to have 
Janerae as part of our team. 
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WEB PAGE IN 1998  
Devon Ogden, whose daily work 

involves the development of web pages on 
the internet, was 
made chairman of 
our committee to 
develop our own 
web page. The 
committee 
consists of Devon 
Ogden, Joe Reimann and Tony Farr.   Along 
with consulting with others,  their goal is to 
bring to fruition a workable web page in 
1998.   
 
RESEARCH ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

We accomplished a lot of research in 
1997 on our family lines,  thanks to the 
efforts of Ron Farr’s Research Committee. 
We obtained new information and  corrected 
various errors on our large pedigree chart. 
 

INCREASED ACTIVITY & 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

We took in and spent more money than 
we have in recent years,  which shows that 
the level of our activity has increased.  It is 
due to the generosity of the family that we 
were able to make these major strides.   
 

On the intangible side, we saw the 
enthusiasm and increased interest of our 
work attracting new members. The annual 
Winslow Farr, Jr., family reunion in Ogden 
last year gave us quite a boost. Their 
chairperson, Stephanie Farr, gave us 
recognition and Sandy Westover, a 
descendant of Winslow Jr.,  distributed our 
literature.  Their organization made a sizable 
donation on our behalf.  To them we are 
indeed grateful and encour-age all of you 
who are descendants of Winslow Farr, Jr. to 
contact Rona Lee Coleman at (801)392-
4370 for details on the next Winslow Farr Jr. 
Reunion to be held June 25th-28th, 1998 at 
Perception Park in Ogden Canyon.  
 

 We also received a donation from the 
Willard Farr Family, (son of Lorin & Mary 
Freeman Farr) who meet every other year in 

Arizona. They also provided our literature to 
their reunion attendees and encouragement 
to join with us in our efforts. (This was 
actually done in 1996, but we want to 
recognize them at this time for their efforts). 
For those wishing to attend their reunion in 
1998, please contact Marlow Day (520)337-
4455 or Francis Day at (520)337-4392.  It 
will be held July 24th and 25th in the beautiful 
white mountains of St. Johns, Arizona. 
 

TEMPLE WORK  
Tony Farr has been invaluable to us in 

gathering and organizing family names for 
temple work.  He is chairman of our Temple 
Clearance Committee, formed in 1997, to 

clear names for 
temple work.   
 

Thru the efforts 
of Joe Reimann, Tony 
and Tim Farr, along 
with others, we 
submitted well over 
100 names for temple 
work in 1997 at the 
Arizona, Bountiful, 
Salt Lake, Manti, San 

Diego and Dallas temples. 
 

We currently have work to be done in: 
Temple   File Name 
Bountiful   Mary Lou Lloyd or 

Tim Farr 
Salt Lake   Joe Reimann 
Logan    Tim Farr 
Arizona   Ron Farr 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 Please contact us if there is anything 

that should be mentioned in our upcoming 
June 1998 newsletter. 
 

In this issue, we will provide details of 
the 1997 events; continue the bio-graphy on 
Lorin Farr; and provide the an outline on the 
life Winslow Farr Jr. In future issues we will 
cover his life more in detail.  We will also 
include our 1997 financial report from Doug 
Higham.  
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LOOKING FOR WRITERS  
 

 We continually seek family writers who may 
add to our knowledge of our ancestors.  We 
encourage you to contact us with ideas for 
our newsletter.  
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NOVEMBER 
MEETING 

 
We met on November 1, 1997   in Salt Lake 

City, with a full agenda.  Devon Ogden, family 
member and computer expert in web sites, gave 
a presentation which illustrated  how we might 
display our family organization information and 
history on the World Wide Web.  It was an 
exciting presentation with many possibilities. 
Devon showed us how we could display family 
photos, histories, membership 
information, order forms and 
pedigree chart on the Web. 
Having our full pedigree chart 
on the web could enable us to 
correct names automatically 
when new research shows a 
change is necessary.  Devon, 
Joe Reimann, Tony Farr and others will work 
together to get us started. We will keep you 
posted. 
 

We discussed the monument restoration 
projects, as well as the research and temple 
work that were accomplished during the year. 
We will elaborate on these subjects under 
separate title in this newsletter.  
 

 
We also welcomed Nina Palmer as a 

Trustee.  Nina is very supportive of us and will 
add much to our organization.   
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We wish to thank Barta Heiner, whom she 

replaced, for her interest and contributions over 
the years. 
 

A statement by Joseph Smith was shared in 
the meeting which underlined the importance of 
the work we hope to accomplish in our family: 
 

‘The doctrine of salvation for the dead, 
presents in a clear light, the wisdom and mercy 
of God, in preparing an ordinance for the 
salvation of the dead, being baptized by proxy, 
their names recorded in Heaven, and they 
judged according to the deeds done in the body. 
This doctrine was the burden of the scriptures. 
Those saints, who neglect it, in behalf of their 
deceased relatives, do it at the peril of their own 
salvation.’  
 

Next Meeting: Saturday, April 25th at Joseph 
Smith Memorial Bldg. 4th floor. 9:00 A.M. Officer-
Trustee Mtg., 10:30 A.M. Research Mtg. 
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This was a banner year of research for 
us as Toinette Thomas and Lisa Farr 

made our first ever, 
fully funded, research 
trip to Massachusetts 
in June.  Their 
experiences are 
written in detail in our 
Research letter sent 

out to 114 of our contributing members. 
 If you wish to receive this very 
interesting and well written report, you 
may receive it by your contribution to 
research efforts.  If you have contributed 
in the past and did not receive a letter,  
let us know so that we may send you 

one.  Toinette and Lisa gave a 
comprehensive report in our November 
meeting and provided us with a 
notebook with a full written report and  
 
photographs of their journeys and 
findings. We will keep this and other 
records in a spot, yet to be determined, 
where all records and books belonging 
to the organization will be stored. We 
hope to be able to further our research 
on the Freeman line with the 
investigations made by Lisa and 
Toinette. There should be names for 
temple work made available from this 
research as we progress. 
 

Our Research Letter also included a 
condensed report from the April 1997 
Research Meeting minutes.  
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Ever since 1981 when 

I, along with my wife and 
my parents, visited this 
lovely cemetery on the 
Connecticut River in 
Vermont, I have been 
concerned about the poor 
condition of the 
gravestones of Elijah and 
Olive Freeman and Asahel 
and Lydia Farr.  The stones 
were in bad condition,  hard to 
read, and one or two were cracked and 
ready to come apart.  The opportunity to 
restore the headstones of these four 
revered ancestors came in the Church’s 
Sesquicentennial year of 1997.  Grant 
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and Mary Lou Lloyd, faithful family 
members and contri-butors to our 
organization, were called on a mission 
to Sharon, Vermont - just an hour and a 
half from Lower Waterford.  They took 
the lead in getting a quote and 
negotiating a very good price from the 
Anair Memorial Company in St. 
Johnsbury. With contributions from 
family members, the project was 
completed in late summer of 1997 year.  
 

As you can see from the photo-
graphs included, they did a beautiful job 
in creating the double headstones for 
the Freeman and Farr 
couples. I had the 
opportunity of visiting 
the cemetery, as you 
can see, and I was 
very pleased with the 
completed work. My 
hope is that many of 
you will have the opportunity to visit this 
site. 
 

We visited the Lower Waterford 
Cemetery on our trip to Boston to visit 
my wife’s sister. Pat and I were 
privileged to journey to many of the 
historical sights of the early history of 
America.  We were thrilled at the 
beautiful fall colors we experienced. We 
were able to visit a ‘Farr’  cousin, Ruth 
Goodrich, at her maple farmhouse in 
Cabot, Vermont; a few miles west of 
Lower Waterford.  Ruth and her 

husband, Glenn, (the Farr 
descendant) are incredible 
workers. They tap 8,000 
maple trees for their sap in 

March of each year. Then they 
condense the sap into 

delicious maple syrup. We will 

be featuring them in our June 
newsletter, from an article to be 
published about them in a New England 
magazine. Their lives are interesting not 
only for their many enterprises, but also 
for Ruth’s incredible work in genealogy. 
She has several thousand Farr names 
on the Personal Ancestral File. If you 
ever visit Vermont, the Goodrich Maple 
Farm is a must see, along with a visit 
with Ruth and Glenn.     

Dave Farr 
 
 

LORIN FARR 
MONUMENT 

 RESTORATION AND REDEDICATION 
 

When Dick West, Catherine Feeney 
and myself were going on a little tour of 
Lorin Farr and Ogden history, (they 
were educating me) we saw that the 
Lorin Farr Monument, in downtown 
Ogden, had fallen into disrepair.  You 
could barely make out his outline and 
the wording on the monument.   Dick 
agreed to become chairman of the 
committee to restore the monument.  He 
went to the Bott Monument Company 
for an estimate.  It was their company 
that had built the original monument 50 
years ago in 1947,  for dedication that 
year by President George Albert Smith, 
grandson of Lorin Farr.   T. Earl Pardoe 
(author of Lorin Farr, Pioneer) and the 
leadership of Ogden, organized a 
ceremony to honor this great pioneer, 
city founder and family man. 
 

THE RESTORATION 
So, it was an historic event when, 

50 years later,  we obtained a bid from 
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the same company.  It cost $1,080 to 
acid wash and clean it up.  As you can 
see from the pictures we have included, 
the restoration was remarkable.  It 
appeared as it must have 50 years ago. 
 Dick approached Mayor Glenn Mecham 
about the City of Ogden’s possible 
participation, since Lorin was the first 
mayor of Ogden.  Mayor Mecham 
readily agreed and the City paid for half 
of the cost of cleaning the monument.   
Dick then asked the Mayor to help with  
a rededi-cation ceremony.   Again the 
Mayor agreed.  Working through the 
Mayor’s assistant, Don Bruey, we 
scheduled the ceremony for Saturday, 
November 15, 1997. 
 
 

THE REDEDICATION 
Working together we planned a 

program featuring a rededication prayer 
at the monu-ment.  At 11:00 a.m., the 
Mayor greeted assembled family 
members and interested parties.  
Following, we enjoyed a very uplifting 
dedicatory prayer by Elder Jay Jensen, 
of the First Quorum of Seventy.    
Although our first thought for the prayer 
was that Elder Richard Scott should give 
it, (his deceased wife, Janeen, was a 
Lorin Farr descendant) we soon realized 
that his busy travel schedule would not 
allow him to attend.  We turned to the 
Area Presi-dency of Northern Utah and 
Brother Jensen, one of the counselors, 
agreed to be with us.   We were also 
blessed to have J. Kirk Moyes, an area 
authority, speak to us. 
 
 

THE PROGRAM 
After the prayer, we adjourned to 

the David Eccles Conference Center, for 

the program.   We were blessed with 
musical numbers by the wonderful 
Weber State Singers.  Three beautiful 
hymns were sung,  including ‘Come 
Come Ye Saints,’  and ‘More Holiness 
Give Me’ , which added to the spirit of 
the meeting.  
 

I spoke on the life of Lorin Farr;  
Mayor Mecham spoke on Lorin’s  
accomplishments in Ogden;  and Elder 
Moyes spoke on other aspects of his life 
and our responsibility to do our family 
history. Elder Jensen concluded with a 
moving address on honoring Lorin Farr 
by the life we lead.  He said he felt that 
if Lorin Farr were present in the 
meeting, he would encourage us to 
follow his same path and be true to the 
standards of the church.  (I had been in 
the Bountiful Temple the night before 
and had also felt impressed that I 
should use Lorin Farr as a role model.)  
Elder Jensen commented that it was 
very likely there were family in 
attendance, both seen and unseen.  He 
quoted Joseph Smith ... ‘ the spirits of 
the just are not far from us, and know 
and understand our feelings, thoughts, 
and emotions...’  
 

Dick West did an excellent job of 
being our master of ceremonies and 
guiding the program.  We had over 150 
family members in attendance and 
afterwards enjoyed refreshments and 
visiting with one another.  There was a 
very fine uplifting spirit throughout 
the whole meeting.  I 
hope you enjoy the 
pictures we have 
included of this 
event.    
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We were fortunate to have the 

ceremony mentioned in the Deseret 
News and the Ogden Standard.  We 
appreciate the efforts of all involved in 
preparing for and serving at this event. 
 
 

Included in this Newsletter is a form 
to order a reprint of T.Earl Pardoe’s 
book, Lorin Farr, Pioneer.  We 
appreciate Suzanne Fenton and her 
family, who are seeing to the reprinting 
of this book at a favorable rate.  Please 
order directly from them.  As you can 
see from their form we need a minimum 
order of 15 copies to make it worthwhile. 
  They are not planning a second 
printing, so you should order now if you 
want this book.  

Dave Farr 
 

LORIN FARR 
Part III 

 
After the long journey from northern 
Vermont, the Winslow Farr Sr. family 
took up residence in Kirtland, Ohio. 
Winslow bought a home in Kirtland, and 
then sold it for a profit. They became 

better acquainted 
there with the 
church leaders.  
Within a year, 
persecutions of 
the church heated 
up and Joseph 
Smith, along with 
Brigham Young, 
were forced to 

leave and go with others to Missouri.  
While Winslow Sr. headed back to 

Vermont to sell more of his acreage, 
Aaron and Lorin headed west with 
others to Missouri. 
 

Lorin Farr arrived ahead of his 
brother, Aaron, at Far West, Missouri. 
There Lorin became better acquainted 
with Joseph Smith and his family.  Lorin 
was with the Saints during the awful 
persecutions of that time. He was with 
the Prophet Joseph at Adam-Ondi-
Ahman when Joseph received the 
terrible news of the mob killings at 
Haun’s Mill. Lorin lived with the Smith 
family for a time and got to know and 
love the family. He admired Emma who 
had suffered so much through all of her 
husband’s persecutions.  Lorin served 
as a scribe, bodyguard,  messenger and 
in other functions, in service to Joseph 
Smith.  Lorin said of Joseph Smith, ’ I 
know him to have been a great, good 
and true man, and one who never 
betrayed his trust.’   Lorin also taught the 
children of Joseph and Emma, as well 
as other children of the leaders in the 
Mormon community.  
 

As persecutions increased, homes 
were burned, lives taken, women and 
children abused and the saints were 
driven out into the cold of winter. The 
Farr family was not as tormented as 
others, as they lived in their wagons and 
lean to.  As Father Winslow said, ‘ they 
couldn’ t get much from us.’    With 
Governor Boggs’  extermination order, 
the main body of saints were driven 
from Missouri.  Some of the leaders, 
including Joseph Smith, suffered 
months of imprisonment. During this 
time Lorin acted as a messenger, 
delivering notes back and forth between 
Emma and Joseph.  
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The Farr’s settled in Lima, Illinois 

for a time, after which they moved with 
the rest of the saints to Commerce, 
Illinois; a boggy and swampy land. Here 
they drained the swamps and created 
the beautiful city, ‘Nauvoo.’  
 

We will continue with Part IV-’Life in 
Nauvoo’  in the June 1998 Newsletter. 

Dave Farr 
 
(From research on Lorin Farr in 
possession of Dave Farr)  
 

BIOGRAPHICAL 
SKETCH OF 

WINSLOW FARR JR.  
 By Wilma S. Smith & Randall A. Smith 

Winslow Farr, Jr., was born May 11, 
1837, at Charleston, Orleans Co., 
Vermont. Winslow Jr., was the youngest 
and smallest at birth of the six children 
who were born to Winslow Farr, Sr., and 

Olive Hovey Freeman.  He was born 10 
years after the birth of the youngest of 
the five older children.  Family tradition 
states at birth his mother's wedding ring 
would slide completely over his hand.  
When fully grown he was the tallest and 
largest of his family, reaching the height 
of 6 feet 4 inches. 
 

The Farr family, who joined the 
church May 19, 1832, sold 2,000 acres 
they owned in September of 1837 and 
moved to Kirtland, Ohio.  In 1838 
Winslow Jr. was blessed by the prophet 
Joseph Smith.  In 
the spring of 1840 
the family moved 
on to Far West, 
Missouri.  When 
persecutions 
drove the 
Mormons from 
Missouri, the Farr 
family joined the 
Saints in estab-
lishing the City of 
Nauvoo, Illinois, 
where Winslow Sr. 
built a comfortable home for his family. 
 

Winslow Jr., was baptized by his 
father Winslow Sr., on his eighth 
birthday, May 11, 1845.  With 
persecutions mounting, the Saints were 
once again forced to flee their 
substantial homes in "Nauvoo the 
Beautiful".  
 

In June of 1846 the Farr family 
crossed the Mississippi River and joined 
hundreds of additional families 
journeying by wagon train across the 
state of Iowa.   
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By the summer of 1847 the Farr's 
were situated across the Missouri River 
in the settlement of Winter Quarters, 
which is known today as Florence, 
Nebraska.  President Brigham Young 
instructed the Brethren in how to 
organize companies for emigration to 
the Great Salt Lake Valley.  Winslow 
Farr, Sr., served on a mission to the 
eastern states from 1847 to 1849.  The 
Farr family spent their time in Winter 
Quarters awaiting his return. 

 
June 15, 1850 an emigrating 

company of 100 was organized on the 
Missouri, near Council Bluffs of which 
Joseph Young was appointed president, 
Winslow Farr Counselor, William Snow 
Captain, and Gardiner Snow captains of 
50.  The Winslow Farr Sr. family 
traveled with the Gardiner Snow 
Company.  Thirteen year old Winslow 
Jr., walking barefoot, at times wrapping 
his feet in burlap, helped drive one of 
their team of oxen across the plains.  
The Gardiner Snow Co., arrived in Salt 
Lake Valley in September 30, 1850. 
 

Winslow Sr., eventually moved his 
family to the mouth of Big Cottonwood 
Canyon.  Winslow Jr., helped his father 
clear the land and plant the farm.  The 
first pair of shoes ever worn by Winslow 
Jr., were crafted in Salt Lake City out of 
rawhide.  His mother made him a "best" 
pair of pants out of a piece of carpet. 
 

In 1857, 20 year old Winslow Jr., 
was selected as a Captain in the 
Mormon Militia, who called themselves 
"The Nauvoo Legion".  The Militia had 
been organized to resist the U.S. Army 
troops headed by General Albert 
Johnston, who were rumored to be on 

their way to the Salt Lake Valley to "kill 
all of the Mormons".  After months of 
preparation and drilling by the militia 
and meetings held between the Mormon 
and government leaders, the U.S. Army 
entered peaceably into the Salt Lake 
Valley on the 26th of June 1858.   
 

In September 1858 Winslow Jr., 
journeyed by team and wagon to 
southern Utah.  On October 17, 1858, at 
11:00 a.m. Winslow Jr., and Emily Jane 
Covington, daughter of Robert D. 
Covington and Elizabeth Thomas were 
married at Washington, Washington 
Co.,Utah. 
 

In 1860 the young couple were 
called to help establish a new 
settlement in Northern Utah.  March of 
1861 found them living in a dugout 
home on a farm in Paradise, Cache 
Valley, Utah.  Soon after their arrival 
Winslow Jr., was appointed to the fence 
and school house committees and on 
March 3, 1861, was elected town 
marshal and a Captain in the 
Minutemen Militia.  Groups of men were 
assigned to work together in the fields 
and to stand as guard against 
depredations in the Valley from the 
Indians.   
 

Winslow Jr., had a saying "I am not 
a musician, I just love to fiddle around". 
 As recorded in his diary, he tells of 
playing the violin for parties, weddings, 
dramatic productions and dances as 
well as many other special occasions.  
In 1867, Winslow Jr. and Emily Jane 
sold their farm and moved to Ogden, 
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Utah where their home was built on the 
corner of 20th and Washington 
Boulevard.   
 

In 1868 Winslow Jr., was called on 
a mission to Great Britain.  He left by 
mule train from Laramie, Wyoming 
where he embarked on a train for New 
York City and set sail on the steamer, 
France.  He labored in the Liverpool 
conference under the direction of 
Moroni Ensign.  
 

He was honorably released from his 
mission in July of 1870.  Upon his return 
to New York City, he was appointed 
Captain under Karl G. Maeser, to bring 
Saints to Utah. 
 

When he 
returned to Utah 
he went to work 
for the Z.C.M.I. 
Co-Op Store.  In 
1871 he was 
ordained a High Priest by 
President Wilford Woodruff. 
 

On May 5, 1873, Winslow took a 
plural wife named Susan Melvina 
Bingham.   
 

Winslow Jr., was called and set 
apart as Bishop of the Ogden 3rd Ward 
North Weber Stake on May 28, 1877, by 
Franklin D. Richards & President John 
Taylor. 
 

Records reveal that in February 
1881 Winslow Jr., obtained a patent for 
a home-stead for an 80 acre homestead 
in West Weber, Weber County, west of 
Ogden, Utah.  Winslow Jr., and Emily 
Jane's sons Lafayette and Lorin cleared 

the land where they built a granary, 
followed by a new adobe home near the 
front of the property.  Winslow Jr., 
moved Emily Jane and her children to 
this farm. 
 

On December 12, 1878 Winslow Jr., 
took another plural wife, Matilda 
Halverson.  Matilda lived in her own 
small home on Farr Avenue in Ogden. 
 

In March of 1882, the U.S. 
Congress passed the Edmunds Tucker 
Act which strengthened the U.S.law 
against the practice of polygamy.  In 
October of 1885 word was received by 
Winslow Jr., while working at the 
Z.C.M.I. Co-op store, that the Federal 
Marshal's were on their way to arrest 
him.  He made his escape by being 
nailed inside of a wooden box, which 
was carried away by team and wagon.   
 

Winslow Jr. fled with his third wife 
Matilda, and their children to southern 
Utah.  In 1887 Winslow Jr. spent time 
with the Navajo Indians, where he 
preached to them about the principles of 
the gospel and introduced them to the 
Book of Mormon.  He told them that the 
Book of Mormon was a record of their 
forefathers that once lived in this land. 
 

The Navajo understood his plight 
and offered to help him hide from the 
Federal authorities.  The Indians invited 
him to stay with them; however, he 
moved on to Colorado.  After two years 
of self imposed exile in San Juan, Utah 
and Cortez Co.,  Winslow Jr. returned to 
Ogden, Utah in November of 1887 to 
surrender to the Federal authorities.  He 
was released on bond and stood trial on 
May 27, 1888.   



 -11- 

 
 

 
 11 

 
THE TRIAL 

THE OGDEN STANDARD 
EXAMINER NEWSPAPER ARTICLE  
 Sunday morning, May 27,1888 
 

The case of the United States vs. 
Winslow Farr, unlawful cohabitation was 
called. Kimball & White and N. Tanner, 
Jr. appeared for the defense. 

 
After calling some twenty jurors the 

following were impaneled: 
 
 
 

John O. Thomas,  
Charles Jay, 
 A.F. Danielson,  
Geo White, 
 Albert Herrck,  
Peter Christiansen,  
James Brown,  
James Iverson,  
W. T. Washburn,  
Francis Oliver,  
Joseph B. Sewell and  
Frank A. Benedict. 

 
Mrs. Emily Jane Farr was the first 

witness. She had been married to 
defendant twenty-nine years; knew 
Susan Farr, but not prior to 1883. She 
claimed the privilege of exemption from 
testifying, as she was the legal wife. She 
was excused. 
 

Mrs. Susan Melvina Bingham was 
called. She was married to the 
defendant fifteen years ago; defendant 
had visited her occasionally during 
1883; had several children who bore his 
name. The youngest was 3 years old; 
he had not held her out as wife for 

several years. 
 

The prosecution rested. 
 

The defense did not introduce any 
testimony. 
 

The case was submitted without 
argument. 
 

The court charged the jury and they 
retired, making two juries in 
consultation, one on adultery and the 
other on unlawful cohabitation. 
 

After an absence of ten minutes the 
jury in the Farr case returned and 
rendered a verdict of guilty.  Time for 
sentence was waived and defendant 
was sentenced to six months' 
imprisonment and to pay a fine of $300 
and costs." 
 

Winslow Jr. was convicted of 
unlawful cohabitation and was 
sentenced to six months in the Utah 
Territorial Penitentiary with a fine of 
$300.00. 
 

While he was in the penitentiary he 
studied bookkeeping and the Spanish 
language.  He also worked outside, as a 
trustee, on the prison farm.  While 
incarcerated, he made sixteen (16) 
fancy wool mats, one each for his three 
wives, with their initial woven into the 
center.  He made ten (10) canes out of 
little oaks that grew around the 
penitentiary.  He gave them to his fellow 
inmates, including one cane to George 
Q. Cannon.  When released from prison 
on November 24, 1888, the Ogden 
Third Ward gave him a grand reception 
and welcome home party. 
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Winslow with his wives Melvina and 

Matilda and their children left Ogden in 
1890 and journeyed with other Mormon 
families to establish farms in Mexico.  
Subsequent return trips to Ogden were 
made easier and affordable when his 

brother Lorin 
provided a 
railroad pass. 
 

In 1897 Winslow Jr. was called in a 
letter from the first presidency, to locate 
permanently in Mexico.  Before 
departing Ogden for Mexico, he deeded 
his interest in the homestead to his wife 
Emily Jane. 
 

Winslow Jr., located in Colonia 
Dublan, Mexico, where he was called 
and presided as Bishop of the Dublan 
Ward, Juarez Stake from 1889 to 1899. 
 On January 10, 1899, Winslow married 
his fourth wife, Sarah Mitchell Graham 
in Colonia Dublan, Mexico.  He was 
released as bishop in September of 
1899 and soon after was ordained a 
patriarch. 
 

Winslow Jr., made a number of 
round trip journeys between Ogden and 
Mexico.  He spent most of his time in 
Mexico;  
however, he made return trips to Ogden  
which lasted anywhere from a few 
months up to a year. 
 

Winslow Jr., and all of his wives 
were in Utah in the spring and summer 
of 1903.  In April 1903, Winslow’s 
second wife Melvina, with her two 
youngest sons, returned by train to 
Dublan, Mexico.  When Melvina took 
sick she was taken to the hospital in El 

Paso, Texas, where she died on 
November 6, 1903 from a ruptured 
intestine.  She was buried in Colonia 
Dublan, Mexico.  Winslow Jr., accom-
panied by his son, Joseph, returned to 
Mexico in November of 1903.  
Winlsow’s fourth wife, Sarah, 
accompanied by Winslow’s brother, 
Lorin Farr, returned to Dublan, Mexico in 
December 1903.   Winslow remained in 
Mexico until July of 1906, when he 
made his final return trip, by train to 
Utah, where he resided until his death. 
 

Between 
1906 and 1913, 
Winslow Jr. 
resided with his 
fourth wife 
Sarah in Salt 
Lake City. On 
occasion he 
traveled by the 
Bamberger rail 
line to visit 
Matilda and her 
children in Ogden and  by horse and 
buggy to visit Emily Jane and her family 
on the farm in West Weber.  Winslow 
Jr., his wife Sarah and his brother Lorin, 
spent many days working in the Salt 
Lake Temple.     
 

Winslow Jr. was the father of thirty 
one children. Fourteen (14) with Emily 
Jane Covington Farr, eleven (11) with 
Susan Melvina Bingham, six (6) with 
Matilda Halverson and none by Sarah 
Mitchell Graham. 
 

On February 2, 1913, Winslow Jr. 
suffered a stroke.  Emily Jane and 
Winslow Jr.'s, four sons moved him 
from Salt Lake City to the Farr family 



 -13- 

 
 

 
 13 

homestead in West Weber (now known 
as Taylor, Utah).  His sons, Lafayette, 
Lorin, Barnard and Aldebert took turns 
attending and sitting through the night 
with their father.  Winslow Jr., died 
February 18, 1913.  Internment was on 
February 19, 1913 in the Ogden City 
Cemetery, Weber Co., Utah.  
 

Those who gave the eulogies at his 
funeral spoke of his honesty, integrity, 
fairness in business matters and his 
special ability as an interpreter and 
peacemaker between the Indians and 
the communities where he had lived. 
 

His descendants admire his talent 
with the violin, his robust, strong 
pioneering spirit and his unwavering 
dedication to the principles of his 
religious beliefs. 
 
 

   “ SOURCES”   
1) Diaries - Winslow Farr Jr. (1869-1910) 
2) WH & Edna Manning 1959 (Our Kin) 

Walton Printing, Barnwell, SC (Covington 
Family) 

3) Orson F. Whitney, History of Utah 1898, 
Volume Three, George Q. Cannon Pub. and 
Sons, Salt Lake City, Utah 

4) Treasures of Pioneer History by Kate B. 
Carter, Volume three, 1954. 

5) Womens Voices by Kenneth W. Godfrey, 
Audrey M. Godfrey, Jill Mulvay Derr 1982 
Published Deseret Book Co. 

6) Ogden Standard Examiner - Newspaper 
articles 

1) May 27, 1888 (Trial) 
2) November 27, 1888 (Release) 

7) Unpublished History - History of 
Robert 
D. Covington, Copied by B.Y.U. 
Library.  Manuscript returned to Mrs. 
Marian C. Bradshaw of Orem, Utah 

8) Brief History - Winslow Farr Jr. written 
by Evelyn Farr Mower 

9) Interviews with grandchildren 
a) Mabel Farr Harris Decker - Daughter of 

Barnard & Susan Alvord Farr; 
b) Kenneth Alvord Farr - Son of Barnard & 

Susan Alvord Farr; 
c)   Evelyn Farr Mower - Daughter of Lorin 

Freeman Farr & Sariah Buck Farr; 
d) Glen Farr - Son of Lafayette & 

Nancy Hipwell Farr 

 

 
 

 



 -14- 

 
 

 
 14 

FINANCIAL 
REPORT 

 
I am listing the following donations 

(income) by category during 1997: 
 
Lorin Farr Monument  $  1,573 
Waterford Headstones  $  2,321 
Research     $  2,691 
Winslow Books    $    600 
Photos      $      30 
1997 Memberships   $  3,575 
1998 Memberships   $    420 
Pedigree charts    $      30 
Books of Remembrance  $    220 
Weber State Choir   $      15 
Misc. Income    $      64 
          
TOTAL INCOME  $11,539 
 

The following are expenses incurred 
by the organization in 1997: 
 
Bank Charges    $    132 
Charity      $      75 
Computer      $    900 
Copies      $    799 
Dues      $      15 
Fees      $      42 
L. Farr Monument   $ 1,075      
Headstones-VT.   $ 2,321 
Misc.      $      33 
Postage     $    683 
Salary      $ 3,890 
Research     $ 5,135 
Supplies     $ 1,883 
Telephone     $      71 
 
TOTAL EXPENSE  $16,371  
 

As you can see we spent $ 4,832  ( 

$16,371-$11,539) more than we took in,  due 
primarily to our research outlay.  Fortunately we 
had enough in savings to handle the excess. We 
also had $ 3,117 as a checking balance on 
1/1/97 (after subtracting $5,000 that we 
transferred  to savings on 1/23/97) Our Lower 
Waterford Headstone project was actually $ 
2,821 which we show as $ 2,321. The Lloyds 
contributed $ 500 directly to the Anair Monument 
Company allowing for the difference. 

As you will note we took in $ 1,573 on the 
Lorin Farr Monument Rededication but only 
spent $ 1,075. With your permission we would 
like to transfer the difference  ($ 498)and apply it 
to research. If anyone who contributed to the 
monument project objects,  you may wish to 
contact us for a refund or a different allocation of 
your contribution. 
 

The salary of $3,890 goes mainly to 
Claudine Barnett who is our administrative 
assistant. Mike Farr sends out the letters so he 
receives a small part of the salary figure listed.  
 

The assets of the organization are 
as follows as of December 31, 1997: 
 
Checking Account   $   894 
Savings Account   $ 2,139  
Winslow Books (21)   $   420 
Pedigree Charts (28)   $   280 
Misc. Supplies    $   100 
 
Total      $ 3,833 
 

We also are going to file a report with 
the I.R.S. seeking continued approval for 
our tax exempt status under 501 (a) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  We appreciate 
your continued support and encouragement. 
All financial records are available at our 
address in Mission Viejo, and open to full 
inspection by any member of our family 
organization.  
 

Thank you. 
 

Douglas Farr Higham 
Financial Vice President 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 
1. Renew your 1998-99 subscription 

now if you are not on the 
membership list enclosed.  Make 
your $20 check payable to Winslow 
Farr Sr. Family Organization. 

 
2. Participate in our research efforts by 

calling Ron Farr (602)396-53313 or Joe 
Reimann (801)272-6369. 

 
3. Mark your calendar to attend our 

Research Meeting, Saturday, April 25th 
at 10:30 A.M., 4th Floor of the Joseph 
Smith Memorial Building in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

 
4. If you have an interesting story about an 

ancestor that should be written up in our 
newsletter, please call us. 

 
5. Let us know in what way you would 

like to be involved helping us achieve 
our goals. 
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